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AEGPL: the European LPG Association 

Based in Brussels, AEGPL is comprised of 44 members: 

 16 National LPG Associations 

 10 major LPG Distributors, most of them world leaders:  

• Pan-European: SHV Energy, UGI, Total, Repsol, Veroniki, DCC 
Energy LPG 

• Nat. Distributors: Autogas Nord, Aygaz, Butagaz, Afriquia Gaz  

 18 Affiliate Members: equipment manufacturers, transporters, 
consultants, etc.  

Main activity: Engage with EU decision-makers and the wider 
policy community to defend the interest of the LPG industry 
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What does AEGPL do for its members?  

1) Informs its members on all regulatory threats and opportunities 
 

2) Enables its members to shape our industry’s common responses to 
policy makers  
 

3) Publishes studies and communications materials to demonstrate LPG 
benefits  
 

4) Supports its members in their own lobbying and advocacy actions at 
national level  
 

5) Raises the visibility of LPG at European level  
 

6) Organises and hosts the AEGPL Annual Congress 



1) Informing members on all regulatory 
threats and opportunities  

 
 Distribution of newsflash and policy memos 
 Bi-monthly “Members updates” 
 Regular updates within the EU Policy, Technical, and Autogas Coordination groups 
 Comprehensive library of material stored in the Members area of the AEGPL website 
 Weekly EU news digest 



Transparent and participative approach in defining our industry’s 
positions:  
 Strategic position papers debated and approved in Steering 

Committee  
 Free participation in AEGPL coordination and working groups    
 both physical meetings and conference calls  

2) Enabling members to shape our industry’s 
common responses to EU policy makers   



 EU Policy Coordination Group 
• Energy Taxation Working Group 
• Energy Efficiency Working Group 
• Alternative Fuels Working Group 

 
 Technical Coordination Group 

• Transport RID/ADR/AND Working Group 
• Bleve Prevention Working Group 

 
 Autogas Coordination Group 

2.1) The Working Groups 



8 

 
Disseminating case studies  
and coordinating national  

lobying actions: 
 
A few recent examples: 
 BLEVE prevention in RID-ADR  
 Transposition of Energy 

Efficiency Directive 
 Implementation of Packaging 

Waste Directive 
 Sharing experiences: the Oil 

Stocks Directive 
 Application of EN589 across 

Europe 
 
 

 
Responding to individual  

helpdesk requests: 
 
 
A few recent examples:  
 Portuguese and Turkish 

underground parking laws 
 Procurement of green vehicles in 

the Czech Republic 
 Spanish consumer organisation 

negative article on Autogas 
 State-regulated prices  
 Ownership of bulk tanks  

 
 

4) Supporting members in their own lobbying 
actions at national level 



AEGPL MEP outreach: “making friends before we 
need them” 

In addition to targeted outreach conducted by AEGPL staff, we organise outreach 
programmes towards Members of the European Parliament for our national associations 
members  
 

 37 meetings in January 2015  
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Autogas in Europe: 
The Sustainable Alternative 

Beyond the Gas Grid 
An LPG Industry Roadmap 

Origin of LPG: gas 
processed vs. refinery  

LPG and Local Air Quality Black Carbon and Global Warming LPG Carbon Footprint 

3) Publishing studies and materials to 
demonstrate LPG benefits 
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4) Internal AEGPL publications 

European LPG Sector 
Statistical Report 

AEGPL Annual Review AEGPL Guide to the 
European Parliament 

AEGPL Association Network 



5) Raising the visibility of LPG at European 
Level 



6) AEGPL Congress 



The Ukrainian LPG Market 
 

Stats and Features 
  



LPG Demand by Sector - Europe 

Chemical 
37% 

Domestic 
20% 

Agriculture 
2% 

Industry 
11% 

Transport 
28% 

Refinery 
2% 



Positive signs 

 Unique conditions for development of LPG:   
 

 Automotive sector unwilling to use expensive petrol and diesel fuel; 
 Authorities keen on replacing supplies of Russian natural gas with other 

energy sources; 
 Consumption is growing at a fast pace;  
 Successful work on reforming of a regulatory system, which earlier 

hindered market development. 



Study on European LPG Trends - Ukraine 

 LPG consumption in Ukraine increased after seeing decreases in 2013.  
 

 Total consumption increased by 7% to 1 million tonnes per year, with the country’s 
dominant Autogas sector seeing demand rise to 911,000 t/yr and the vehicle fleet 
grow to over 1.6mn vehicles. (91% total consumption). 

 
 Ukraine’s LPG production is largely derived from gas processing plants.  

 
 Primary energy demand is still dominated by natural gas and coal, and LPG only 

represents less than 1% of overall primary energy consumption in Ukraine – ROOM 
FOR GROWTH! 



Examples of lobbying activities 
  



EU-Ukraine Association Agreement 

 The EU-Ukraine Association Agreement was signed in September 2014 and 
will enter into force on 31st December 2015 
 

 It includes a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area that will go further 
than classic free trade areas.  
 

 It will both open up markets but also address competitiveness issues and 
the steps needed to meet EU standards and trade on EU markets. 
 

 Energy (including nuclear issues) - Particular focus on issues concerning 
security of supply, the gradual integration of energy markets, energy 
efficiency, renewable energy sources and nuclear safety. 



Selection of ongoing AEGPL lobbying dossiers  

EU 
Legislation 

2030 Energy and 
Climate 

Objectives 

Heating and 
Cooling Strategy 

 

Implementation 
of Energy 
Efficiency 
Directive  

Ecodesign and 
Energy Labelling 

Directive 

Air Quality 
Package 

Technical  

RID-ADR Bleve 
Prevention 

Gas Appliances 
Regulation 

RID-ADR 
Alternative 

method for cyl. 
inspection  

CEN TC 286 

(equipment) 

CEN TC 181 
(appliances) 

Autogas 

Autogas for RID-
ADR trucks 

CEN TC 19 (fuel 
quality) 

EU Sustainable 
Transport Forum 

Legal status of 
EN 589 

CEN TC 286 
(Autogas 

workshops) 



AEGPL action on eco-design for LPG appliances  

Removed from scope of Eco-
design regulations:  
 Outdoor cooking appliances  
 Cooking appliances running 

exclusively on LPG  
 Patio heaters  

 
Avoided a ban:  
 Cabinet heaters  



Avoiding mandatory thermal coating of LPG 
tankers   

 Ongoing talks in UNECE to introduce 
RID-ADR measures against BLEVE 

 Strong political pressure from 
Netherlands, Germany, and France in 
favour of thermal coating 

 May cover both road and rail tankers  
 Potential cost on the industry: over 

€400 million!  
 

 Leading role of AEGPL in defeating 
adoption in Geneva in September 2014 

 
We won a first battle but war continues…  

 



AEGPL campaign against the Energy Taxation 
Directive     

 During the 4 years of negotiations, 
AEGPL coordinated an intensive 
campaign at EU and national level 

 
 Proposal could have killed the Autogas 

segment but would have also badly hit 
the LPG heating and industrial sectors 

 
 Finally withdrawn in 2015, but the 

Commission may strike again…  
 



Conclusion 
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Interaction  

National 
Association / 
Companies 

European 
Association 
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Cooperation 
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Strength in numbers 



Antonio Neves Costa 
AEGPL 

 
www.aegpl.eu 

@aegpl 

Thank you!  
Дякую! 

  

http://www.aegpl.eu/

